Lord Kitchener Elementary School
Parent Advisory Council (PAC) Meeting
February 1, 2012

MINUTES

1. Heather Benna called the meeting to order at 7:08pm.

2. A motion was made to approve the January minutes by Heather Benna.  The motion was seconded by Kosta Chatzispiros.

3. Reports:

a. Seismic committee: Kosta Chatzispiros and Doug Campbell		
· At a previous meeting, the parents asked the committee to pursue the covered play area.  
· Occupancy target is still Sept. 2012.
· Hoping to get the roof on by the end of Feb.  
· Frame building needs some unplanned work- blue skin it for moisture control and to prevent mould.  This should not affect the budget.
· Project oversight manager, John Murnane, is leaving tomorrow and no replacement has been named yet.  
· Committee is lobbying against sliding doors and would rather folding walls; some issues are noise control and size of doorway openings.
· There were some concerns about the washrooms.  There is segregation for girls/boys and student/staff.  Number seems appropriate.
· Up-to-date drawings of the second floor have been requested.
· Furniture: We do need some new furniture.  VSB admits that the budget is insufficient.  VSB and MOE are working on getting furniture that is appropriate for the new area.

Covered play area discussion: 
· The location will likely be a portion of the hard surface play area.  
· Construction of the hard surface play area will be around Feb. 2013, and the decisions regarding the cover should be synchronized with that construction.  
· Taking the timing for the building permit and development permit into account, VSB wants to see design and funding plan (pledge commitment) by June 2012. 
· Committee wants to launch a fundraising effort NOW.
· Dunbar Residence Association will also be approached.

A motion was made to empower the seismic committee to refine the concept of a covered play area over the hard surface area adjacent to the gym with an estimated cost of $100 000 - 350 000, and begin fundraising efforts for this project.  This motion was made by Heather Benna and seconded by Kosta Chatzispiros.  Motion was carried.

Survey Monkey about parent thoughts of covered play area will be sent ASAP and results in the next week or two.
Diorama of the covered area and discussion should occur in March.

Next Thursday and Friday the teachers will be participating in a discussion (with a facilitator, James, from the BCTF) about teaching in the new school environment and the new philosophies in the 21st Century learning paradigm.  Expect to see substitute teachers on these days.

b. Sustainability committee: Chris Shorthouse		 
Landscaping update:  swing sets and tire swings will return. The space net will be relocated.  Outdoor amphitheatre will happen.  An organization called Evergreen will be helping to “green” the space.  A garden proposal will eventually be submitted to the VSB (including how to incorporate the garden into the curriculum).

Green team/Mara Elwood: Mara is making efforts to rebuild the ‘coolness’ factor and reputation of the Green Team.  There will be a poster contest with Kids Books gift cards prizes for each grade. There will also be a “Less Trash” contest in the future.  Watch for announcements.

4. Business items:

a. Sister school – Valentine Campaign			 
Kathryn Urquhart talked about the sister school (Thunderbird) and their needs for technology at their school.  The Valentine campaign is on NOW.  The minimum order is 500 chocolate bars.  Order forms went out, so if you want to purchase them, get your order form in ASAP- deadline is Feb. 8th.  Thanks!

5. Other business:

a. Thinking ahead…PAC 2012/2013 positions		 
· We have had two volunteers (Audra Yap and Annie Hsu) to share the Treasurer position  with Anna Nelson.
· Mara Elwood has volunteered to take the lead chair position and Angela Whitney will be co-chair for the PAC next year.
· If anyone is interested in joining the Seismic Team, please contact us.

b. Will there be wifi in the new school?		
Yes. There will also be wired internet.  	 

c. Can we incorporate the school construction into 			curriculum and make it meaningful?		 
That is happening in many classes, but not all classes.  Parents can also participate in those discussions with their children.  

6. The meeting was adjourned at 8:43pm.  Next PAC meeting TBA.

We welcome and encourage your participation!
Lord Kitchener Parent Advisory Council 2011-12

EXECUTIVE:
PAC Chair:	Heather Benna

Co-Secretaries  	Kathi McTaggert & Lisa Dillon Edgett

Co-treasurers  	Peggy Alca & Anna Nelson

Wish List	Tracy Norman

Parent Education Co Chairs	John Warrington

Direct Appeal	Joyce Cheung

2011/12 COMMITTEE LEADERS:  
Traffic Safety/
Walk/Wheel Wednesday	OPEN

Book Fair	Angela Whitney

Caroling Night	Heather Benna

Food Fundraising Days	Tracy Norman

Sports Day	Tracy Norman & Shaugh Mohammed

Seismic Upgrade	Doug Campbell & Kosta Chatzispiros

Progressive Fundraising	Christina Shorthouse

General Fundraising	OPEN

Hot Sheet	Laurie Davidson

Scholarship	Amanda McMaster

Sister School	Petra Ross

Staff Appreciation	Sasha Westendorp & Jutika Watt

Uniforms	Shannon Illing

Website	Laurie Davidson

Spirit Wear	Tina Wiebe & Ashley Horlock & Colleen Hopwood

Family Photo Night	Nicole Wong

Welcome Back Pizza Night 	Ashley Horlock & Patrizia Leone

School Planning Council 	Mara Elwood

Sustainability 	Christina Shorthouse

Playground Committee	John O’Malley

Destination Imagination	Jean Smart

Parent Perimeter Patrol	Jane Sydie

Translator 	Lai Pheng Lam

Funding Opportunities	Olivia Edwards

For more information or to sign up, please contact our chair:
Heather Benna: heatherbenna@gmail.com
