Lord Kitchener Elementary School
Parent Advisory Council (PAC) Meeting
Feb. 2, 2011

AGENDA

1. Janet and Margie called the meeting to order at 7:05

2. The January minutes were accepted by Margie Gray and seconded by Camilla.

3. Reports:

a. Principal’s report: Rosemary Love			
· There was a performance today with Justice Theatre, where the students role-playing a court case on a particular theme (e.g. cyber bullying).   

· Thank you to PAC for contributions and participation.  Lorraine is working hard to order items from the wish list (books, cameras, Smartboards, projectors, games, and equipment for the rainy day bin).

· FSA exams (grade 4 and 7s) are happening.  Last year, parents were given the option of opting out of the exams by VSB.  The situation is somewhat controversial.  39% of 70 are not writing the exams because parents have opted out (14% of grade 4).  Therefore, the numbers look low, because those who have opted out are score as 0.  The numbers are NOT reflective of the performance of the students and the schools. Rosemary will check to see if other schools have similar opt-out numbers.

· BC Performance standards have set some standards (a group of teachers took examples of work and decided this is what a child in this grade should do).  These items are set as the standard and teachers use them to grade the students.  There is a group at the Board level who are attempting to determine some standards.  They feel that an on-going assessment is important.  

· Intermediate music performance will occur just before Spring break.  It is highly recommended.

· In Sept., we will have the gym from the church available to us on Tuesdays and Thursdays.  This year, we will have half of the gym and outdoors to use during gym time.

· Storage is also going to be affected with the gym situation.  Library is now considered the rainy-day area.  Change rooms will likely be used for storage.  

Question: What are the kids’ reactions to what will be happening to the school?  Rosemary and Lorraine will pull the kids together and show them some pictures of what the school might look like.  They will also talk to them about the change in the learning environment in the school.  

Olivia talked about her church, which may be available for some concerts, etc.  She will put her contact in touch with Rosemary.

b. Seismic committee report: Kosta Chatzispiros	

· Feb. 16.  3:30-7pm VSB and City of Vancouver joint  open house on community front before phased permits can begin being issued.    
· A letter from Seismic will go into the DRA newsletter. 
· Heritage committee is revisiting this issue on Feb. 7.  
· Feb. 23 is the Urban Design Panel meeting.  
· We are told we are still on track for Sept. 2012.  
· Please go to the website  www.vsb.bc.ca/kitchernerrenewal for more information.  
· The Kitchener committee asked Colin Hansen to be available for a formal launch, as he has supported the project from the beginning.  
· Good news is that when the project was budgeted, construction costs were higher, but we do need to be prepared for other forces that want to reduce funding.  
· The committee needs email support- please watch for an email support request from Andrea.


c. Playground committee report: John O’Malley
		
· John and Angela showed pictures of various Spacenets:  $22-38,000 not including installation (additional $5000).  We will opt for the less expensive option.  It will also survive a move, and be reused when the new school is completed.  Swings and rocks will also be moved.  The temporary site will give us a 5400 sq. ft playground.

· What’s next for the committee?  During Spring break, the school board will start the move.  It will take 3-4 weeks to deliver the Spacenet, once ordered.  

· Sheila has created (with Sophie King) a corporate marketing-naming opportunity as a fundraising tool and they are approaching businesses.

· A direct appeal will highlight a playground appeal, with some possibility for new school items.

· Student’s fundraising ideas were discussed - give kids some ownership, excitement: hotdog day next week, coffee day the week after. We will look at ways to acknowledge the help of the students.

· The fences will go up before Spring break.  

· History of recognition will remain and we will add current donors.  

· Likely, there will be a time when we have nothing to play on. The committee is attempting to minimize this time.

· There is no funding for covered outdoor area.  We cannot fundraise for covered areas.  It is not allowed.  However, our design may allow for future possibilities.


d. Parent Ed committee update:   John Warrington
	  		
Two parent education talks are coming up: 
· Deb MacNamara
Resilience:  How Do We Equip Children for What Lies Ahead?
Raising children who can bounce back from adversity & adapt to:
• circumstances beyond their control
• the unknown
• not getting their way.

Wednesday, February 16th, 2011 @ 7pm
Lord Kitchener Gymnasium

· Confirmed Talk: May 17, Parenting in the Cyber-age. $5 admission 

· There may also be a possible talk in April, with a liaison or VPD to talk about parking and cars in the school area.  Look for that information in the future.

4. Business items:

a. Parent perimeter patrol: 
     Tasia Bantassios and Jane Sydie:				
The idea of this patrol if to have two parents walking the perimeter of the school and is a compliment to the supervisory aids.  Their primary concern is to watch for suspicious people.  They will wear vests to identify themselves.  There will be blocks of time available for sign-up.  15 minutes of recess, 35-40 minutes at lunch.  There are no liability concerns, as we are covered by the school protection plan.  Main idea is to reduce the risk of something happening.   

Jane would like to start asap.  Will send an email request soon.  Next year with full-day kindergarten, there will be a good opportunity to draw interest.   


5. Adjourned meeting at 8:27pm.  The date of next meeting is March 2nd . 







We welcome and encourage your participation!
Lord Kitchener Parent Advisory Council 2010-11

EXECUTIVE:

PAC Co-chairs:	Janet Mitchell & Margie Gray

Co-Secretaries  	Kathi McTaggert & Lisa Dillon Edgett

Treasurer	Peggy Alca

Wish List	Kelley Lindahl & Tracy Norman

Parent Education Co Chairs	Carol Shaben & John Warrington

Direct Appeal	Rena Konomis

2010-11 COMMITTEE LEADERS:  

Traffic Safety/
Walk/Wheel Wednesday	OPEN

Book Fair	Rena Konomis

Caroling Night	Heather Benna

Food Fundraising Days	Tracy Norman

Sports Day	Kelley Lindhal &Tracy Norman

Seismic Upgrade	Doug Campbell & Kosta Chatzispiros

General Fundraising	Rena Konomis

Card Fundraising	Tina Wiebe

Hot Sheet	Angela Shum

Safe Arrival	OPEN

Scholarship	Amanda McMaster

Sister School	Litsa Groumoutis & OPEN

Staff Appreciation	Yvonne Munro

Uniforms	Michelle Lim

Website	Laurie Davidson

Spirit Wear	Ashley Horlock

Family Photo Night	Nicole Wong

Welcome Back Pizza Night 	Kelley Lindahl

School Planning Council 	Mara Elwood

Sustainability 	Daniela Ginta

Playground Committee	John O’Malley & Angela Whitney

For more information or to sign up, please contact one of our co-chairs:
Margie Gray:    margiegray@shaw.ca
Janet Mitchell:  jmitchell@mitchellcopr.com

Thank you for your participation!
